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life's values. But .what is the background of the values?
Confucius does not give an answer. Search for a philoso-
phical view is a necessity of our nature. Any system which
does not take into account man's need for faith, his need to
solve the eternal questions of human origin and destiny has
always been and will always remain powerless to build an
enduring social order.

Again, Confucius requires us to fulfil our nature. But
any view of human nature which excludes the spiritual in
man is incomplete. There is a Platonism native to our minds,
a preference for eternal values. Man has infinite longings.
To attempt to turn man away from the ultimate vision, to
limit his activities to the empirical world, to exclude alto-
gether a reference to the transcendent is to dehumanize man.
Any system of thought which overlooks this side of human
nature is not satisfying.1

Confucius tells us that the things that make him sad are
*that virtue is not cultivated, that knowledge is not made
dear, that people hear of duty and do not practise it, that
people have evil in themselves and do nothing to improve.*2
We are familiar with the statement in the Gospel of John
which reads: 'This is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world and men loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil.' We see things which are
noble and excellent and choose those which are poor and
mean. The tragedy of man is that his nature seems to be
<listorted and depraved. When Hindu thought requires us
to develop jnana or wisdom, when the Buddha asks us to
acquire bodhi or enlightenment, they demand a spiritual
effort, they call upon us to acquire the wisdom which
humbles the learned no less than the simple. Such contem-
plative wisdom is different from critical reflection. Only
the spirit in us can raise us to the spiritual status. We must

1. TzuKung said of his master Cdnfacius: *It is possible to hear the Master
on tetters and on the externals of culture, but it is not given to us to hear
ifen speak on the nature of man or the way of Heaven/ See Confucius*
fey Ed wards (1940), p. 60

1  LunYu,Vn. 3
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